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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 1654 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EINV, ECOSOC, BGEN, PINT, SA 

SUBJECT:ECOSOC ILLICIT PAYMENTS WORKING GROUP AND SAG 

REF: JIDDA 1573 

1 . CHARGE CALLED ON MFA DEPMIN MANSOURI MARCH 4 TO URGE 
SAUDI PARTICIPATION IN ECOSOC WORKING GROUP ON ILLICIT 
PRACTICES. MANSOURI SHOWED LITTLE ENTHUSIASM, NOTING 
THAT SAG COULD KEEP ITSELF INFORMED INDEPENDENTLY OF 
GROUP'S DELIBERATIONS AND SAW NO REASON TO PARTICIPATE. 

CHAGRE YORESSED THE FACT THAT SAG HAS INTERESTS IN OUTCOME 
OF DRAFTING EFFORT AND MIGHT FIND IT USEFUL TO JOIN AT 

AN EARLY DATE; HE DREW MANSOURI S ATTENTION TO INTEREST 
SHOWN IN WORKING GROUP BY MINISTERS GOSAIBI AND YAMANI. 

MANSOURI ACCEPTED COPY OF TALKING POINTS BUT REMAINED 
NONCOMMITTAL ON SAG PARTICIPATION. 

2. COMMENT: MANSARI'S 
REACTION WAS SIMILAR TO THAT OF 

DEPUTY MINISTER ALIREZA, WITH WHOM WE HAVE DISCUSSED THIS 
ISSUE PREVIOUSLY. AS MFA HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
MANNING SAUDI UN MISSION AND DIRECTING ITS ACTIVITIES, 

WE SEE LITTLE CHANCE OF OBTAINING SAG PARTICIPATION 
FOR MARCH OR EVEN APRIL SESSIONS. BELIEVE USUN 
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SHOULD ATTEMPT TO ENCOURAGE SAUDI DEL TO FOLLOW 
WORKING GROUP'S DISCUSSIONS AND HIGHLIGHT TO THEM 
ANY AREAS OF POSSIBLE CONCERN SO THAT THEY CAN 
INFLUENCE MFA'A THINKING ABOUT SUBSEQUENT PARTICIPA- 
TION. WE WILL ALSO TAKE APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO DISUCSS WITH OTHER SAG MINISTERS IN EFFORT TO 
BRING THEM TO FOCUS ON THE ISSUE. 
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